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The final days of September ushered in an econorisis that in a short period of time has under-
mined public confidence in our longstanding finahanstitutions and processes. We are slowly cgmin
to understand the full dimensions of the crisis haa the nation and world will move forward in lighf
it. Naturally, at the College we are very concdrabout the impact of this macroeconomic downturn o
our fiscal health, especially our students’ actessedit and the impact on our endowment.

As we adjust to the new economic reality thatesn imposed upon us, we should all remembef
that we will pass through this turbulence and ematgonger and wiser on the other side. The Marsdo
community has a special outlook on adversity. Dyithe Great Depression, Morehouse faced its mos
difficult financial challenges, and many fearedtthle would not survive. The board of trusteessir
dent Mays, the faculty, staff, alumni, studentg] atakeholders, however, had a different view. hvilibg-
ged determination and faith, they marched forwdrdfact, it was during those years that Morehquse
duced some of its greatest alumni, including Drrivid_uther King Jr. '48.

So, to those who would despair amidst difficutiés, | say remember our worst years, remembey
when we almost closed our doors, remember whewdhkel had written us off. And, now look at More-
house with her star shining bright and her rayanfal) spreading hope and justice and enlightenment
throughout the world. We are not mere survivoiée demonstrate our best when amidst adversity.- Obd
dient to the Creator’'s command, the sun alwayskisrtdaough the darkest cloudgt facta est |ux.
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A West Coast Classic to Remember around the country to L.A. for the game, and fo

the numerous local Morehouse families an
For the past three years in Los Angeles, con friengs. | was pleased that Morehouse Man arn
munity and corporate leaders have sponsor¢qad Denzel Washington spent part of the gamn

the Angel City Classic football game to draw g our sidelines and expressed his appreciation
attention to the nation’s 105 HBCUs. For thefor the team'’s strong performance.

second time, Morehouse was fortunate to pa

ticipate, this time against Prairie View A&M g also like to thank Regional Vice President
University. On Saturday, September 27, th pon | ong '64 for convening alumni at the First
great contest occurred in the Los Angeles Col o M.E. Church, where the Rev. John Huntef
seum before 40,000 fans and a national telev-7g jg pastor. The men who gathered for break
sion audience. The Maroon Tigers played fast and those who gathered after the game fol a
great game and made us all proud. We lost tf great party presented several impressive finan-
game by a couple of plays but established ol ¢jg| gifts to the College. Henry Goodgame '84
national profile as a football powerhouse to b girector of Alumni Relations, emphasized how
reckoned with. We are grateful for the manyjmportant it is now for every alumnus to give.
Morehouse family members who traveled fron e are preparing for the month of Novembe|
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(ust a few weeks away!) when Morehouse will be¢in Luxembourg Porgy and Bess); Paris; Gra-

the Tom Joyner Foundation School of the Montt nada; and Caen. Please join me in thanking Dr.

The Morehouse brotherhood remains strong, and Brown and Dr. Morrow—who was recently ap
look forward, in the upcoming months, to sharin¢pointed conductor of the Atlanta Singers—fg
some of the ideas and initiatives that were birthe continuing to expand their professional horizon
during this winning weekend. while promoting musical brilliance on our own

stage.

Morehouse Men: Masters of Music You will be pleased to know that the Morehous

En route to Los Angeles, | sat next to the Spanis College Center for the Arts is now under cor
director of the Los Angeles Opera. After he spoke ¢Struction. The site is cleared, bulldozers are-tur
the evening’s performance, | began to talk aboet tt ing dirt, and the air is filled with dust. It is @k
extraordinary musical talents of the Morehouse coning and inspiring to know that in about 18
munity. He seemed impressed with the range of o months, we will be prepared to invite the worl

musical excellence. While I'm on this subject,fe¢ 0 hear our musical geniuses in a brand new grts

expand the point. center that will further enhance the cultural offe
ings of the West End community.

The College is fortunate to have an accomplishe
Department of Music that teaches and performs in

variety of genres reflecting the genius of what D1 remind you of the five attributes of Renaissand
Asa Hilliard called our “cultural wealth.” In addi manhood as Morehouse is defining it (see NS
tion to the Glee Club—which completed its fourtt 5qgress, www.morehouse.edu). Last week, o
international concert tour last spring—the Music De of our Renaissance men in the making contact
partment sponsors performance ensembles for bcys Mr. LaSean Brown '08, a Fulbright scholar—
music and non-music majors. They include the Méyho s representing Morehouse in Dortmunc
roon Tiger Marching Band, the Morehouse Colleg Germany—reported on his first impressions ¢
Jazz Ensemble, the Morehouse-Spelman Concihis new home away from home, Martin Luthe
Band, and the Atlanta University Centerwide Or King Gesamtschule: Schule Ohne Racism

chestra. (translated, The Martin Luther King Compreher

sive School: School Without Racism). He tol

Dr. Uzee Brown Jr. '72, now chair of the depart ys that he was selected for service at that sch
ment, has been committed to formal music educaticpecause he was a Morehouse alumnus and |

A Maroon and White Flag in Germany

at Morehouse since he joined the faculty in 1970gymed to be well prepared to speak about Dr.
During that time, he also has held the presidericy King's tenets and the elimination of racism. M.

the National Association of Negro Musicians—a po grown wrote of the revelation, “Gargantuan, is
sition currently held by Glee Club director Dr. Ddv [gto”

Morrow '80—and given world-class performances
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It is indeed gargantuan—for the College, as well asMoments later, she echoed my thought. “Now
for Mr. Brown. Not only does Morehouse have a this could have happened at any HBCU, buf it
representative voice in a valuable global conversahappened at... Morehouse College.” The dean of
tion, but Mr. Brown has the rarely granted oppor- Admissions was indeed Sterling Hudson, who
tunity to represent the ideals of a great Collag® a was also in the audience and was asked to sjand
a great nation on the international stage, somgthinfor recognition. |, too, applaud Dean Sterling
America desperately needs to display more. MayHudson and the countless other Morehouse @am-
he and many others carry the Morehouse Renaisbassadors whose excellence is unsurpassed|and
sance to the farthest edges of the world. whose commitment to Morehouse helps us cpn-

sistently to rise to our potential.
Excellent Service Rewarded

_ Alumni of Detroit: Aiming for 100%
In early September, | had the opportunity to par-Gjying in November

ticipate in the annual White House HBCU Week
Conference. During the opening plenary session, &0llowing a very promising visit to the Kresge
distinguished educator, Stephanie Monroe— Foundation in Troy, Mich., Vice President of In-
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights in the Depart- Stitutional Advancement Phillip Howard '87 and
ment of Education—shared a personal testimony Met with the Detroit area alumni, led by Pres
about escorting her high school son to various Easfient Curtis Kilpatrick '69 and Regional Vic
Coast schools, including an HBCU. As she re-President Charles Neal '64. After learning that
layed details of her son’s campus tour at the undisMorehouse has set a fundraising goal |of
closed institution, she emphasized that the tour$220,000 during its Tom Joyner Foundatipn
was conducted by an articulate and well-informedmonth, they began pledging gifts and declared
student who was unaware of her identity. She wentheir intent to be a 100% active alumni chaptey. |
on to brag about how the institution’s dean of ad-commend the men of Detroit for this. And, |l
missions spent 45 minutes with her son in an un<hallenge the entire alumni association natign-
scheduled visit. He assumed a fatherly perspectivevide to embrace this same attitude. It is abgo-
and challenged the young man to rise to his obvi-utely important that everyone gives somethirg,
ous potential. | quietly thought, “That would have N0 maitter what amount. But, in order to exceed

happened at Morehouse, but | wonder where thighe goal, we will need as many as can to make a
occurred?” meaningful gift toward this effort. We will pro

vide ‘shout outs’ to those who step up in excep-
tionally generous ways.

1%

“He who starts behind in the great race of life triagever remain behind or run faster
than the man in front.”
--Dr. Benjamin E. Mays
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