
EXHIBITION DEBUTS FOR KING’S BIRTHDAY
Atlanta History Center First to Host Leader’s Memorabilia

he Morehouse College Martin Luther King Jr. Collection
will be on public display for the first time with an
exhibition, “I Have A Dream: The Morehouse College

Martin Luther King Jr. Collection.” The exhibition will open at
the Atlanta History Center on Monday, Jan. 15, the civil rights
leader’s birthday. The opening, from noon to 5 p.m., will include
music, video presentations and hands-on activities. The 600-
piece exhibition is the first in a line of partnerships between
Morehouse and various groups and organizations, including the
Atlanta History Center, to sponsor educational events and
exhibits. It will be the first exhibit in the Center’s 6,000-square-
foot Harriett and Elliott Goldstein Gallery, located in the
Fentener van Vlissingen Family Wing.

The King collection, coveted by institutions such as the
Smithsonian and Boston University, was scheduled to be
auctioned by Sotheby’s on June 30 of last year. However, Mayor
Shirley Franklin, intent on keeping the collection in Atlanta,
rallied several public and private entities to raise funds to
purchase the collection. Following the negotiations, Morehouse
College became owner of the 10,000-piece collection, which
includes 7,000 handwritten notes and unpublished sermons. The
Collection, which arrived at R.W. Woodruff Library on Sept. 14,
was officially welcomed during a press conference on Oct. 9.

“Given the important role Morehouse played in Dr. King’s
intellectual, spiritual and moral development, we believe there
simply is no better place for these papers to reside,” said President
Walter E. Massey ’58. “Morehouse is committed to continuing to do
what is right to preserve and promote the legacy of our most
prominent alumnus.”

The College’s commitment includes three values in regards to the
ownership of the Collection: stewardship and care of the papers;
scholarly access for researchers; and partnerships with the City of
Atlanta, various organizations and the public.

Brenda Banks, former deputy director of the Georgia Department
of Archives and History, is chief archivist for the papers, working in
conjunction with the Woodruff Library team of director and CEO
Loretta Parham and library archivists to catalog the Collection.

King was admitted to Morehouse at the age of 15. He graduated in
1948 with a bachelor’s degree in sociology, and went on to attend
Crozer Theological Seminary and Boston University’s School of
Theology. 

WITNESS A PIECE OF HISTORY
Admission to the “I Have A Dream: The Morehouse College Martin Luther King Jr.

Collection” exhibition at the Atlanta History Center is free on opening day of Jan. 15,
the first full weekend of every month and every Monday.   At other times, the exhibition
is included with general admission. The Collection will remain on display each week
through May 13, 2007. The center will sponsor free school tours until May.

The Atlanta History Center, located at 130 West Paces FerryRoad,  is open
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and Sunday, noon - 5:30 p.m. For more
information, call (404) 814-4000 or visit www.atlantahistorycenter.com. 
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Please see back page for description of the exhibition.



THE MEASURE OF A MAN:
EDUCATION - Includes
notebooks containing King's
notes on religion, philosophy,
sayings and benedictions; blue
book examinations, including
one of King's earliest surviving
academic and theological
writings; one of King's earliest
sermons in which he
encouraged people to fight
social injustice; grade
transcripts; and index cards with

facts, quotations and other information that King referenced
throughout his life for his sermons and speeches.

THE KING LIBRARY- Includes a concentration of books on
religious theology, civil rights and Mahatma Gandhi, as well as
college textbooks, encyclopedias and reference works, many of
which show King's personal notes in the margins. Also featured
in this section are King's four publications: Stride Toward
Freedom: The Montgomery Story; Strength to Love; Why We
Can't Wait; and Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or
Community?

STRENGTH TO LOVE: SERMONS- Featured in this section are "A
Knock at Midnight," delivered
in Montgomery in the late
1950s; "Loving Your Enemies,"
a sermon King delivered at
Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church in 1957; and "Paul's
Letter to American
Christians," which was
delivered by King to a
congregation of 10,000 at the
National Baptist Convention
in Denver during September
1956.

STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM- Includes "The Montgomery Bus
Protest," a document outlining the development and organization
of the protest; "A Statement to the South and Nation," which was
given by King when the SCLC was founded; and "Martin Luther
King and the Montgomery Story," a comic book that recounts the
story of King, Rosa Parks and the Montgomery boycott, as well
as sections about life under Jim Crow, the terrors of KKK and
Gandhi's influence on King’s ministry.

WHY WE CAN'T WAIT- Includes a diary King kept while in the
Albany city jail in July 1962; the telegram from Robert F. Kennedy
inviting King to attend the funeral service for President Kennedy;
and the epitaph that King drafted for the four little girls killed in
the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing. 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?- Includes a Strategic Planning
List drafted by King in
New York City on
February 1, 1965, that
outlined a number of
assignments seeking to
involve state and federal
authorities, encourage a
congressional
investigation, and push
for President Johnson to
intervene; and a telegram
from Lawrence F.
O'Brien, special assistant to President Johnson, inviting King to
the signing of the Voting Rights Act at the U.S. Capitol. 

LETTER FROM BIRMINGHAM JAIL- The original document was
smuggled out of jail and discarded after a fair copy was typed.
The printed version of the letter as it was published in Christian
Centurymagazine is extensively corrected and revised by King
and shows visitors his final edits and additions prior to
publication of the letter in his third book, Why We Can't Wait.

I HAVE A DREAM - Includes "Normalcy - Never Again," an early
transcript of the speech King delivered at the Lincoln Memorial.
The back of the last page includes King's handwritten notes and
is thought to be the only existing draft that bears King's
handwriting. 

THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE- Features the
Nobel Peace Prize lecture delivered by
King as well as a draft of King's Nobel
Peace Prize acceptance speech.  

MEMPHIS- Includes an outline of the sermon, "The Drum Major
Instinct," played at King's funeral service.  Also features a note
containing a quote by Gandhi in King's handwriting, "In the midst
of death, life persists.  In the midst of darkness, light persists.
We are today in the midst of death and darkness. We can
strengthen life and life [i.e., live] by our personal acts by saying
'no' to violence, by saying 'yes' to life."

Highlights of the 600 pieces of the “I Have A Dream: The Morehouse College Martin Luther King Jr. Collection” display  at the
Atlanta History Center include drafts of King's famous "I Have A Dream" speech, his Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, sermons
from his ministry and personal notes. The  exhibition is organized into the following ten sections:

‘I HAVE A DREAM’- ABOUT THE EXHIBITION
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