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Morehouse Students Attend
the 8" Annual HBCU-UP
National Research Conference

In October 2007, eight Morehouse
students attended the 8™ annual
HBCU-UP National Research Conference in Wash-
ington, D.C. Six upperclassmen from Morehouse pre-
sented posters on their research, and two freshmen
attended the conference. The HBCU-UP Conference
hosted more than 200 scientific presentations, as well
as 70 graduate schools recruiting students. The con-
ference was co-sponsored by the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science.

Morehouse College ranked No. 5 in the nation
in the category of research grant dollars. The Wash-
ington Monthly magazine ranked the top 201 liberal
arts colleges in the nation in nine categories. In the
category of research grants Morehouse secured an
impressive fifth place. Last year Morehouse raised
$4.4 million in research and research training grants.
In the overall ranking of all liberal arts colleges by
Washington Monthly, Morehouse ranked No. 20.

Financial Spotlight
Washington Monthly Ranking

See page 3



Dr. Valerie Haftel finished
her Ph.D. in neurophysiology
at Emory University in 1999.
From 2000 to 2003, she was
a participant in the
“Fellowship in Research and
Science Teaching” post-
doctoral program at Emory.
Dr. Haftel joined the faculty at
Morehouse in 2003, and has
contributed greatly to the Biol-
ogy Department and the insti-
tution.

As a research scientist,

Dr. Haftel has presented 24 presentations and abstracts at
scientific meetings, authored five scientific publications, and is
a co-author on a publication that has been submitted to Na-
ture. She currently has a $74,000 grant from NSF to work on
nano-particle delivery of drugs for a possible treatment of dia-
betic neuropathy, and a $200,000 MBRS SCORE grant to
study the effects of diabetes on sensory and motor neurons
that are involved in movement.

Dr. Valerie Haftel She also has received a $27,600
equipment subcontract award from

the Center for Behavioral Neurobi-

ology.
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Dr. Haftel is the Principal
Investigator on a $476,000 MSEIP
grant from the Department of Edu-
cation, which has a goal of promot-
ing interdisciplinary research and
enhancing the Neuroscience Minor
at Morehouse College.

A st HBCU-UP Pre-Freshm an
summer Program

The first HBCU-UP Pre-Freshman Bridge Summer Sci-
ence Program was conducted in the summer of 2007. This
Bridge program was designed to give participants an acceler-
ated start in college and aid their adjustment to the regiment of
college life.

In this exciting four-week summer experience 10 stu-
dents took course work in quantitative literacy and conducted
guided inquiry laboratories in robotics, materials science and
biology. Mentoring and coaching workshops that were offered
included careers in science, the nature of scientific research,
Living in the Now™ time management and the Birkman As-
sessment behavioral tool that pointed out to the students their
personal and professional interests and strengths. The stu-
dents also participated in field trips to scientific research facili-
ties and attend dynamic seminars presented by research sci-
entists and upper level HBCU-UP students.

The student participants in the first HBCU-UP Bridge
Summer Program listed from left to right on page one are Alan
Tyson, Cleon Rice, Travonne Gross, Darryl A. Wilson, Andre
Dixon, Jarmon E. White, Russell W. Ladson, James
Hightower, Delawrence Sykes, and Joshua Moore.
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