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Ranking no indication

of Morehouses s

By WALTER E. MASSEY

For the :past four years,
Morehouse has been ranked
the No. 1 college for African-
Americans onBlack Enterprise
magazine’s biennial ranking of
the Top 50 Colleges for- Af-
rican-Americans. This year,
Morehouse is ranked 45th.

Our position on the Black

- Enterprise list notwithstand-
ing, the only significant
changes at Morehouse have
been for the better. After
all, this is the same institu-
tion that has produced three
Rhodes Scholars over the past
12 years; the same institution

that is one of the top feeder.

schools for the nation’s most
prestigious law, medical and
graduate school programs;
and the same institution that

has graduated more African- '

~ American men with bachelor’s
degrees than any other college

or university in the nation
— including 529 young men’

in 2006, the largest number in
the college’s history.

Strong in long term

So, what accounts for the
change in Morehouse's posi-
tion on the Black Enterprise
list? A combination of two
things. First, the magazine
aitered the way it calculated

‘Walter E.
Massey is
president of
Morehouse
College.

its ranking,
emphasis this year on gradu-
ation rates. Second, in 2004
Morehouse’s graduatlon rate
dropped from 56 percent to49
percent.

What the Black Enterpnse-i
ranking does not show is that -
2004 was.an anomalous year
for the college. Over the past;-'-
four. years, Morehouse’s ‘six- -
year graduation rate has aver- -

aged about 55 percent, and in
2005, rose to 61 percent.

To fully appreciate the 51g-
nificance of-these -numbers,
it must be recognized that

Morehouse has a unique mis-
sion among institutions of

higher education in the United
States. It is the only college

or university whose primary

purposeistoserve the needs of
African-American men.

Male and’female gradua-
tion rates differ significantly
among African-Americans,
with twice as m: y_Afrlcan_-

placing fn{;re.,—

Aﬁencan Women as men en- . p
. rolled in college, and twice ds'
.many earning degrees.
Morehouse is.
. still No. 1 when it comes to’
producing black male college
graduates, The fact is that at

Even so,

55 percent — arate we are con-
tmually striving to

evaluate colleges
in different ways. :
U.S. News & World Report
emphasizes class size, alumni
giving and faculty_—student
ratio, as well as. graduation
rates.. In the latest U.S. News
rankings, Morehouse is one of
only three historically black
colleges ranked among the

nation’s best liberal arts col-
-leges.

_Confroﬁtmg a challenge

- One positive outcome of
Morehouse’s change in rank-

ing on the Black Enterprise

presents an op-

1ccess

oﬂunity to bring to the at-
tention of a larger public the

: dJ;panty between male and -
- female  college

attendance
-and graduate rates, which has -
‘been widening over the past
several years. As the 'college.
that enrolls and graduates the
largest number of

improve — More- . African-American
house’sgraduation Over the‘pﬂSt : men in the nation,
-'rl-:.i,fg‘;lis sigtl;liﬁcarﬁz four 'years; _ _ Mpreihgutseis gn a
_ er than - il mission to under- -
‘national - aver- ‘Morehouse’s six- stand this trend
de for African- year graduation and ttt:: geve:;)p‘ i
merican  men, ways toreverseit.
“‘which is about 33  Tate has averagedA - This year, we
Pt oty 800U 55 percent, il launch the
Siotig thiat di- and in 2005, 1088 mitistive, - an
ferent 'magazines to 6.1 percent_ activity that will’

allow us. to-bring
together national
research scholarshlp, aswellas
the particular learning we have.
amassed over the years.

Why do this? Because even
with eur track record of suc-
cess relative to other institu-
tions, Morehouse is, by no -

_ means, content with our cur- |
rent graduation rates. We ap-. |
- preciate that we are a unique |
institution in the pantheon - |

of American higher education

- and that the publi¢ has high

expectations of us, expecta-

: tlons that we w111 continue to
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